66                        THE 'SILPA-SASTRAS

Another one from a Tamil text* runs thus in
translation :

" 0 my Lord, Thy hand holding the sacred drum
hath made and ordered the heavens and earth and
other worlds and souls innumerable. Thy uplifted
hand protects the multifarious animate and inanimate
extended universe. Thy sacred foot, planted on the
ground, gives an abode to the tired soul struggling
in the toils of Karma. It is Thy uplifted foot that
grants eternal bliss to those that approach Thee.
These Five Actions are indeed Thy handiwork."

The Five Actions are those of creation, preservation,
destruction, illusion or incarnation, and release or
salvation.

All Indian images conform to canonical rules of
design and proportion fixed by immemorial tradition
in the scriptures of craft-ritual (silpa-sastras), and
are never regarded from the point of view of the
modern critic as pure works of art. The supreme
artistic qualities which the finest of them undoubtedly
possess -are a subconscious reflection of the spiritual
efforts of mystics who worshipped the divinity in
Nature, rather than the result of a deliberate attempt
to please the eye. The imagers only aimed at spiritual
truth, being sure that in finding it they would realise
all perfections.

But it would be a great mistake to conclude,
because they conformed to a traditional artistic
canon, accepted as an expression of the highest spiritual
ideals by generation after generation, that all Indian
images are approximately equal in merit as works of

1 A. .Coomaraswamy, Catalogue of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts,
Indian section.